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Where Is Web Data Stored?
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database used by the largest number of responding companies, growing from 56% of the
respondents in Q3 to more than two-thirds, or 68% of the respondents in Q4 1999. Oracle
remaned leve a 42%, and IBM DB2 grew from 13% in Q3 to 19% of the responding
companies in Q4. ODBC access to data sources like Exced and Lotus actudly shrank from 37%
of the responding companiesin Q3 to 30% of the companiesin Q4.

A very important note about the skew of this data is that it measures the horizonta propendty of
companies to use the given data resources, rather than messuring the volume of data transacted
from the given databases. It shows that Microsoft SQL Server, being the default relaiona
database with many Windows NT deveopment environments, has a high degree of peretration
among greenfield gpplications and other new projects. Oracle and IBM DB2 databases, though
present in a smdler percentage of companies, are dill generdly regarded as the workhorse
databases for high-volume transactiond gpplications. In this sense, the 6% growth in IBM DB2
database usage in Web agpplications may be the most dgnificant change, reflecting a very
energetic expanson of the overdl IBM eBusiness systems integration effort. When compared to
the rather incrementd 1% gan in the connection of IBM mainframe IMS daa to Web
goplications, it becomes clear that DB2 deployments, rather than legacy IMS connections, are the
gpplication development choice for true blue shops. Over the next year, we expect to see
Microsoft SQL server's horizonta penetration turn more vertical, as larger databases and highly-
scdable clugering schemes ae placed underneath SQL  Server. The commoditization  of
databases will continue and this will eventudly favor Microsoft, but it may teke severa years
before the images of IBM DB2 and Oracle 8 as the Bentley's and Mercedes Benz's of the
database genre fade to genericiam.
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